
 

 

 

SOFIA MATSI 
+35799354132/sofia@cyprusenvironment.org 

PARTNER LOCATION  

I (the expert assistant) acknowledge that I will be assisting in the following project as an unpaid advisor.  

TOPIC  

ADVISORY COMMITTEE SYNERGIES WITH ASSOCIATE PARTNER  

This activity focuses on the creation of an external Committee with Green / Social Entrepreneurs as Experts 

who will provide guidance and support for the quality monitoring of the project (such as for revising the 

content of the Blended Capacity Building Training, which will be offered to Young People and Youth 

Workers). 

 EXPERIENCE 

Executive Director/since 2021 

Sofia Matsi is the Executive Director of the Cyprus Environment Foundation. 

She worked for three years as a parliamentary representative scientific assistant coping with policy making 

on social, agriculture and environmental issues. The last three years she has been collaborating with local 

environmental NGOs in the evaluation and reporting on Environmental Impact Assessments. Since 2013 

she has been working alongside local groups and organizations in projects of heirloom seed saving, 

regenerative farming (agroforestry and permaculture), natural construction, and resilient water catchment 

and management. 

Sofia has always been involved in teaching: chemistry, art and permaculture. Through her involvement in 

private and collective initiatives, she has become a firm promoter of a natural lifestyle, by researching and 

applying natural food, health, energy, and building alternatives. 
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EDUCATION 

Sofia Matsi holds a bachelor’s degree in Chemistry (BSc) from the University of Cyprus. She transitioned to 

the Arts with a Fulbright Commission scholarship, earning a Master’s in Fine Arts (MFA) in drawing at 

Florida Atlantic University. Corresponding to her growing environmental concerns, she completed her basic 

education in Permaculture through a Permaculture Design Course, followed by a Permaculture Teachers’ 

Training with Rosemary Morrow. Currently, she is pursuing her PhD in Ecology and Biodiversity at the 

University of Cyprus working with carob-based agroforestry systems. 

 AWARDS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

• Environmental contribution award 2015 - Annual Environmental Awards Cyprus Green Party 

• Recipient of the Lucy Morgan special work-study scholarship, Penland School of Crafts, North 

Carolina  

• Artists’ book exhibition Expanding Dimensions. Won the first place for Sculptural Book, May 2010, 

Jaffe Center for Book Arts, Florida Atlantic University  

• Recipient of the Graduate Scholarship award by the Women In The Visual Arts Society, April 2010, 

Florida Atlantic University  

• Recipient of the Friedland Project Grant, March 2010, Florida Atlantic University  

• Recipient of the Fulbright Scholarship for Master’s degree, August 2008-August 2011, Fulbright 

Commission, Cyprus   

• Recipient of the Palm Beach Watercolor Society Scholarship: Most Deserving Art Student at Florida 

Atlantic University, April 2009, Florida Atlantic University  

• Completed the Foundation in Art & Design with distinction, June 2007, Aigaia School of Art and 

Design, Cyprus  

• Highest GPA in Chemistry department all four years of undergraduate studies, 2002-2006, 

University of Cyprus  

• Highest GPA of all Chemistry majors graduating in the years 2002-2006, May  

• 2006, University of Cyprus  

 

 

 

 

 


